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InterAct Cleveland
dates to the mid-
1970s when its
predecessor, the
Euclid University
Cluster of Reéli-
gious Ingtitutions,
organized to pro-
vide hunger relief
to the residents of
the Hough, Fair-
fax, and University
Circle neighborhoods. The Cluster incor-
porated as East Side Interfaith Ministries
(ESIM) in October 1991 in recognition of
the fact that hunger programs alone could
not effect significant change.
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Organizations have life cycles, just like
the individual human beings who are part
of them. An enriching nine months spent
with the Leadership Ingtitute for Organ-
izational Change a CSU’'s Maxine
Goodman Levin College of Urban Af-
fairs Center for Nonprofit Policy & Prac-
tice has taught InterAct’s trustees and
staff that InterAct Cleveland is some-
where around the second (“the leap” or
“adolescence’) and third (“governance”)
of four “stages of development”—not be-
cause we' re fifteen years old, but because
we are wrestling with these kinds of
guestions: How do an active board, a
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In October 1999, ESIM celebrated
its eighth birthday by becoming InterRe-
ligious Partners in Action of Greater
Cleveland, or InterAct Cleveland for
short.

October 2006 marks the 15™ anni-
versary of InterAct Cleveland. Come join
us for InterActions. Being the Difference,
a benefit dessert reception on Saturday
evening, Oct. 28, 2006, from 6:45 to 9 pm
at Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple.

State Senator Eric D. Fingerhut
is honorary chairperson of the event. In-
terAct partnered with Sen. Fingerhut in its
Coalition Against Gun Violence when he
was advocating legidation for gun control.

(Continued on page 2)
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small staff, and a whole lot of volunteers
best support each other in carrying out our
mission of building interreligious commu-
nity? How do we keep raising the money
to cover salaries—especially in one of the
nation’s poorest cities? How do we decide
what programs to undertake and which to
let go? Do we begin major donor and
membership drives?

InterAct Cleveland is also fortu-
nate enough to have been invited and ac-
cepted into the Cleveland Foundation's
Project ACCESS training program for ca-
pacity building, which has blessed us with

(Continued on page 5)
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Dine at Anatolia Cafe
in South Euclid, Tues-
day, Nov. 7, to benefit
InterAct. See page 4!

Always wondered
when Diwali was? Or-
der your Multifaith
Calendar today to find
out. See page 4!
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We continue our mission to support families and in-
dividuals making the complex transition to self-
sufficiency from alcohol and/or substance abuse and
previous incarceration. We are seeing the positive
results of placing greater emphasis on supporting the
children of parentsin recovery.

We are grateful to The Mandel School of Ap-
plied Social Sciences for providing two interns for
this academic year: William (Bill) Mastin, Jr., and
Shaguanna S. Foster.

A new collaboration with Lutheran Metro-
politan Ministriesisin its developmental stage. Four

men who were living in
the 2100 Lakeside home-
less shelter have now re-
turned to the community
and have their own dwell-
ings. We regoice with
them in their accomplish-
ments and hold them up
as they continue to stretch
to create and achieve their
goals.

PIA celebrates its
5" annua benefit (and
parent InterAct’s 15th an-

(Continued from page 1)

Honorees, whose lives and service have been
critical to InterAct Cleveland's mission of building in-
terreligious community and working for social justice
through dialogue, service, and advocacy, are as fol-
lows. Rev. Joseph T.
Hilinski, Director of Ecu-
menical  and Interfaith
Activities for the Catholic
Diocese of Cleveland,
and Pastor, Our Lady of
Mercy Church; Imam
Ramez Idambouli, for-
mer InterAct trustee, ad-
junct professor and lec-
turer and faculty advisor |
to the Mudlim Campus
Ministry, CASE; Edwina Moss, Community Leader
and early InterAct Cleveland trustee and supporter;
Rabbi Howard H. Ruben, Senior Rabbi, Anshe Che-

/0

- 01123

#oO# & # 1 #I#S$

niversary) this year with its

most exciting fundraising

event yet, scheduled for

Sunday, Oct. 22, at Euclid

Avenue Congregational

Church (9606 Euclid Ave-

nue) from 3to 5 pm. It fea

tures performances by the

Karamu Theatre Outreach

Performance Troupe (T.O.

P.S.), composer Dr. H. Les-

lie Adams, Imam Sham-

suddin Waheed, the Cleve- .

land Nama Hatta, the loca

Hare Krishna Community, Bahai readings, singer
Noah Budin, words of encouragement from Council-
woman Patricia Britt, and much more. Immediately
after the program, hors d'oeuvres and conversation
follow from 5to 6 pm.

Can you envision befriending a homeless per-
son making the transition back into the community, or
mentoring someone in recovery or previoudy incar-
cerated? If you would like to explore those opportuni-
ties to share yourself with others, please contact Willie
Howard at (216) 271-0230, x12, or e-mail how-
ard@interactcleveland.org

sed Fairmount Temple; Lyn Cooper Tomaszewski, De-
velopment Director, Transitional Housing, Inc., and
Founding Director, InterAct Cleveland.
We will also have entertainment by different cul-
tural and religious groups. Our performers include si-
tarist Hasu Patel, harpist
Meredith Clark, and
Sikh dancers.
You will have a
chance to learn about
InterAct Cleveland,
watch one-of-a-kind per-
formers, andshare with
us this special night as
we honor our interrelig-
| ious leaders. Please cdll
(216) 271-0230 or e
mail sommers@interactcleveland.org for tickets.
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In InterAct’s 15th Anniversary year it is humbling to
realize that part of InterAct Cleveland is alot older—31
years older to be exact. Back in 1960, the Church of the
Covenant, the Temple-Tifereth Israel, and Epworth-
Euclid United Methodist Church began the tradition of
Interreligious Thanksgiving Day Celebrations. 1n 1991,
these and other congregations created InterAct Cleve-
land, then known as East Side Interfaith Ministries
(ESIM).

This legacy charted the course for how InterAct
celebrates Thanksgiving today. Antioch Baptist Church
hosts the service this year (8869 Cedar Ave). The
structure is the same: the event begins with a continen-
tal breakfast served by Antioch members from 9 to 10
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Who would believe that it's already time to get started
on the Homeless Stand Down 2007? Not me, that's for
sure! It seems like just yesterday we were flying
around gathering warm winter coats, persona care kits,
and haircutters for HSD 2006.

The Homeless Stand Down 2007 is going to be
even more wonderful than last year. The planning be-
gan in July and still continues (new people are always
appreciated). We do, however, have a number of the
basics in place. The HSD 2007 will take place on Fri-
day, Feb. 16 at the Cleveland Convention Center; Satur-
day, Feb. 17, at Pilgrim Congregational Church in Tre-
mont; Sunday, Feb. 18, at Trinity Cathedral downtown;
and Monday, Feb. 19 (Presidents Day) at a venue till
to be decided.

InterAct is partnering again with the Cleveland
Department of Public Health, Catholic Charities, and
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless
(NEOCH) to have a weekend filled with hot meals,
haircuts, massages, consultations with nurses and physi-
cians, entertainment, clothing and persona care kit
giveaways, and much, much more! The biggest differ-
ence you will find is that instead of spreading every-
thing out over two weekends, we are going to do one
marathon weekend (start saying your prayers now).

In order to make the Homeless Stand Down
2007 another success, we need your help! There are
many ways you can get involved and do your part.
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am. After greeting one another, those present will move
to the sanctuary for an interreligious, multicultural
Thanksgiving Day Celebration from 10 to 11 am. With
singing, readings, music, and ritual from Baha®© Bud-
dhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, Sikh, and Uni-
tarian Universalist traditions, the gathered people cele-
brate the bounty of the season. Secure parking is avail-
able. This year InterAct is especidly thankful for the
gifts that have made possible the new, accessible Com-
munity Food Pantry at 8520 Carnegie Ave. Come and
be part of a community that affirms religious pluralism
as a gift and an opportunity to allow the religious wis-
dom and values of our many faith traditions to inform
our life together.

38
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Help with the planning;
organize your congrega-
tion to participate; do-
nate clothing, personal
care kits, or  money;
stuff envelopes at the
friendly InterAct office
or volunteer at the event
in February.

For congrega-
tions, faith communities,
and other organizations looking to participate, there will
be two information sessions—Oct. 16 and Nov. 8 at
Trinity Cathedral (2230 Euclid Ave. with free parking
off of Prospect) from 6 to 7 pm. Plan on attending one
session and RSVP to Sarah at (216) 271-0230, x17, or
sommers@interactcleveland.org.  For everyone else
keep your eyes on your “snail mail box” and your “e-
mail box” for more information. Donations of ONLY
NEW MEN' S winter coats, boots, hats, gloves, scarves,
underwear, socks, backpacks, belts, and ONLY MEN'S
personal care kits will be accepted at the InterAct office
(6615 Forman Ave.) beginning Nov. 1. (We accept
only men’s items because 80% of the 2,100 guests that
attend the HSD are men.) Volunteer registration will
begin Dec. 1. For a more detailed list of needed dona-
tions, requirements, and volunteer information, please
contact Sarah.
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You may never have indulged in the cui-
sine of the Anatolian crossroads of an- —
cient civilizations, because Anatolia Café

is Greater Cleveland's first Turkish res-
taurant! But if you have favorite Indian,
Greek, or Middle Eastern dishes, you'll ~
want to make Election Day just the first S
of many occasions to taste from Anato-
lia's extensive menu (halal).

Food critic (and InterAct sup-
porter) David Farkas recommended in his
Plain Dealer review the traditional ba-
bagannush, “smoky, garlic-spiked, and very smooth;”
“delicioudly rustic chicken soup;” “spicy, spit-roasted
lamb” piled high; and finishing off with kazandibi, a
custard that’s “as good as creme brulee.”

From kebabs to koftes, from pilaf to pastry,
you'll enjoy this culinary treat and benefit InterAct
Cleveland at the same time on Tuesday, Nov. 7, before
going home to see the election returns.

Anatolia Café is at 13915 Cedar Rd (at Warr.
Ctr. Rd.) in South Euclid. Reservations are recom-
mended: (216) 321-4400.
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Entertainment savings books
are now available. A portion
of the proceeds from each
book will benefit InterAct
Cleveland. The cost is only
$25 and the book is packed
with 50% off and 2-for-1 of-
fers good now through Nov.
1, 2007, for local and national
restaurants, merchants, and
attractions. Even the most
frugal among us might enjoy a discount oil change,
cheap movie tickets, or a free dinner! Books are also
available for other cities throughout the United States.
For more information or to order a book, contact us at
(216) 271-0230 or e-mail sommers@interactcleveland.
org.

“For al things difficult to acquire, the intelligent man
works with perseverance.” So said Lao Tzu, and we
think he foretold the many years that Partnersin Action
head Willie Howard would dog the Cavaliers front of-
fice for a chance at one of the team’s ticketing fund-
raiser nights. Y ou could have knocked Willie over with
afeather when they finally came through this season for
us, after their amazing year, with four games. E-mail
Willie at howard@interactcleveland.org for a color or-
der form featuring everyone’'s best friend #23 and an
application for $25 tickets (upper sides, $35 face value,
with $5 each being donated to PIA) and $2.50 food
vouchers ($5 face value) via check or charge. See any
or al of the following games, all with 7 p.m. tipoffs:
New York Knicks, Nov. 29; Charlotte Bobcats, Dec.
13; Orlando Magic, Jan. 22; and New Orleans/
Oklahoma City Hornets, Feb. 27.

Note, al the cheap seats ($10) and all the seats
$59-140 are aready sold out for the season. Get your
orders in soon for the seats reserved for us and know
you're helping InterAct and PIA while you're cheering
on the Wine and Gold!

For the first time ever,

InterAct Cleveland is

selling The Multifaith

Calendar. The Multi-

faith Calendar plays an

integral role in build-

ing interreligious com-

munity by providing

complete and accur ate

dates, times, and descriptions for over 140 religious
and cultural occasions and offering insights to 14
major world faiths. The 2007 edition offers
“expressions of hope” by visual artists of varying cul-
tural backgrounds working in different media. Printed
in full color, with captivating photography and an easy-
to-follow layout that will provide quick reference, the
Multifaith Calendar will be a valued addition to any of-
fice or home...and makes the perfect gift! Multifaith
Calendars are $15 each. For more information or to or-
der a calendar, contact us at (216) 271-0230 or e-mail
sommers@interactcleveland.org.
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We Believe Ohio is a fellowship of religious |leaders
from many faith traditions including Muslim, Jewish,
Christian, Unitarian Universalist, and Sikh. The mem-
bers celebrate our diversity of faith and share a com-
mon concern that intolerance, partisanship, and scape-
goating have no place in religious and political conver-
sation.

We Believe Ohio speaks out against religious
intolerance and the use of election-year wedge issues to
divide citizens in Ohio and across the country. Its mem-
bers are very concerned that particularly one wing of
the Christian faith is manipulating a very narrow politi-
cal agenda that excludes many Ohioans. Most impor-
tantly, We Believe Ohio has a vision for the state in
which our diversity is celebrated and matters relating to
poverty, homelessness, a living wage, and education
are moral issues that are addressed by our political
leaders.

We Believe Ohio is made up of a Core Team
that meets every other week to discuss strategy, short-
term and long-term goals, and to deal with news media
issues. We Believe Ohio is open to al, and once every
two months we hold a Plenary Session in which any
interested citizen who cares to join usis welcome. It is
in relationship with the founding We Believe Ohio

(Continued from page 1)

coach Anita Branan. Anita has been helping us envision
a long-overdue fund development plan that will expand
on our original model of congregation and faith com-
munity memberships and partnerships to include those
persons who have requested an individua membership
option and to identify and solicit potential major gifts
and pledges.

As we observed the fifth anniversary of terrorist
attacks on American soil, we recalled the myriad tolls
they took on the religious fabric of Greater Cleveland,
including the economic downturn and ensuing financia
crises for many nonprofits (including InterAct member
congregations). In the five years since, a spiral of re-
duced income from strained public and private sources
and the resulting staff cuts led to reduced ability to nur-
ture our existing partnerships even as our number of
member congregations continued to rise.

Moving forward, the harsh reality is that we
must replace those dollars and add to them if we are to
continue to exigt, let alone invigorate and increase our
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group in Columbus. In January, a statewide We Believe
Ohio retreat is scheduled.

You can involve yourself in voter registration
and in educating your congregation or faith community
on the issues of poverty, homelessness, living wage,
and education. When a plenary meeting of We Believe
Ohio is called, urge your |leaders to attend. The voice of
the people of faith must not be overwhelmed by the
harsh rhetoric of divisive politics. It istime to speak up
and act out. For more information, visit http://www.
webelieveohio.org.

Congregational and faith community members of Inter-
Act Cleveland are active in the leadership and/or par-
ticipate in the activities of We Believe Ohio. Because it
is a new effort by clergy leaders to work interrelig-
iously to address issues they have identified as signifi-
cant to the life of the citizens of both Northeast Ohio
and the whole state of Ohio, InterAct invited Rev.
Lentz to share with the rest of the InterAct community
this significant work.

InterAct offers the Just Neighbors series and
networks with those congregations and groups seeking
understanding regarding poverty, homelessness, living
wage, and education.

relationships. Our need is urgent. We have experienced
the awesome inspiration of the persons we will honor at
our anniversary benefit on Oct. 28th. We have been
joined by the Cleveland Clinic, one of the most impor-
tant medical centersin the nation, to further our original
mission of interreligious support of the poor. We em-
brace the vision of a pluralistic society that combines
“free exercise” of religion with dialogue and under-
standing of shared values for positive change in our
world. These are among the forces that moved past-
president Jonathon Wise to generoudly convert his
$5,000 loan to InterAct into a permanent donation.

Like our favorite human beings, we want our
most beloved organizations to have long and healthy
lives—for us, it’s that fourth and ultimate stage, called
“ingtitutional”—a permanently established, vita pres-
ence in the community. If you feel thisway about Inter-
Act Cleveland, please contact executive director Jean
M. Ohlenbusch at the office, or Denise Horstman, chair
of the Development & Communications Committee for
InterAct’ s board, at denise.horstman@sbcglobal .net.

/ *
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Save the date for 5th Annual Partners in Action
Fundraiser. This year it will be held at Euclid Avenue
Congregational Church (9606 Euclid Ave.), on Sunday,
Oct. 22, 3-6 pm. Each year, PIA creates a wonderful
show full of music and stories to share with us all.
Tickets are $20. Also, consider placing an ad in the
combined PIA/InterActions. Being the Difference
program book. For more information or to order tickets,
contact Willie Howard at (216) 271-0230, x12, or
howard@interactcleveland.org.
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A 15th anniversary benefit, celebrate with InterAct
Cleveland on Saturday, October 28, 6:45-9:00 pm at
Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple (23737 Fairmount
Blvd.). Come for a night filled with wonderful
entertainment and dessert. We will be honoring
individuals who have made significant impacts on the
life of InterAct Cleveland over the past fifteen years.
Ticket prices are as follows: $50, premium (includes
one ticket to InterActions:Being the Difference and one
ticket to InterActions through Song, Dance and Stories)
$70, individua sponsor $150 (includes the above and
name listed in program book), congregation sponsor
$350 (includes eight tickets to each event and name
listed in program book). Also, consider placing an ad in
the combined PIA/InterActions. Being the Difference
program book. For more information, to order tickets,
or to place an ad, contact Sarah at (216) 271-0230, x17,
or sommers@interactcleveland.org.
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(see p. 4

It's that time again! Fill your belly with wonderful
Turkish food and help raise money for InterAct
Cleveland. Anatolia Café (3915 Cedar Rd.) in South
Euclid will donate a portion of the night’s proceeds to
InterAct. Bring the ad on the back page with you or be
sure to say, “I’'m here for InterAct!” Reservations are
recommended so call (216) 321-4400.
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5 #$ (see story on p. 3)
Come to Trinity Cathedral (2230 Euclid Ave.) on
Wednesday, Nov. 8 from 6 to 7 pm to learn how to get
involved in the Homeless Stand Down 2007. Free
parking is available off of Prospect. RSVP to Sarah at
(216) 271-0230, x17, or sommers@interactcleveland.
org.
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Join InterAct for its oldest interreligious celebration on
Thursday, Nov. 23, at Antioch Baptist Church (8869
Cedar Ave.) for our annual Interreligious Thanksgiving
Celebration. A light continental breakfast will be
served at 9 am, followed by the service from 10 to 11
am. Free, secure parking is available. For more
information, contact Jean at (216) 271-0230, x11, or
ohlenbusch@interactcleveland.org.
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The first in a series of four, watch LeBron James and
the Cleveland Cavaliers battle their way to the playoffs.
A portion of every ticket sold via InterAct will go to
PIA. Four nights are available: Wed., Nov. 29 (Cavsvs.
New York with a Gooden Bald head giveaway), Wed.,
Dec. 13 (Cavs vs. Charlotte with a Vargao wig
giveaway), Mon., Jan. 22 (Cavs vs. Orlando) and Tues.,
Feb. 27 (Cavs vs. New Orleans/Oklahoma City). All
games tip off at 7 pm. Tickets are $25 each ($35 face
value) and are for the upper sides. An order form is
enclosed in this InterActions. To obtain additional order
forms, contact Willie Howard at 216.271.0230, x12, or
howard@interactcleveland.org.
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A new Community Food Pantry is blossoming in the
Fairfax area. It's just a block south of the former Hun-
ger Center that existed in the basement of the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration for some thirty years,
growing from aliteral pantry to a facility with awalk-in
freezer/cooler taking up the whole Parish Hall. The new
location at 8520 Carnegie has been made available to
InterAct Cleveland by the Cleveland Clinic for $1/year.
The extensive rehab of the building, which be-
gan last November, is nearing completion. Financia
support for al this work has come from many sources,
especialy the Cleveland Foundation, the Higley Fund,
the Wolpert Fund, the (Episcopal) Diocese of Ohio, and
the Cleveland Clinic. Volunteers came from the com-
munity, congregations, and Cleveland Clinic to paint,
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America has aways been a

land of many religions, but

during the last severa decades

the diversity of our religious

life has expanded
dramatically. Today, members

of the world’sreligionslivein

towns and cities across

America. Over the course of

InterAct Cleveland’s 15"
anniversary year, we will have

the opportunity of visiting

houses of worship and

learning about the basic 6 !
beliefs and practices of the ° °
Baha'i, Buddhist, Hindu, ' H
Islamic, and Sikh religions.

Though these world religions

are of long standing, some ancient in origin, they are
relatively new to the vibrant religious diversity that is
now part of the American religious landscape. A
descriptive brochure with dates and places and
registration information will be available at the 15"
Anniversary benefit reception on October 28"
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clean and arrange
shelves and furniture.

Even while work
is being completed, this
new location is aready
serving between 350 and
475 heads of household
each month plus 700 to
800 individuals. In Au-
gust aone, 50 new
households were served.
Some of the households
have as many as nine or
ten members. Clients in-
clude seniors and dis- v
abled persons, but also
mothers with children who have exceeded their term
limits for cash assistance.

There has been a large increase in persons who
have lost their jobs. These are people who have no in-
come and no access to health care, who often don’t
qualify for food stamps because they have not been able
to find places to meet their minimum requirement for
volunteer hours.

Those of you who volunteered at—or even vis-
ited—the origina Hunger Center will remember the
treacherous outside stairway, the too-frequent floods,
the general gloominess and nameless other negatives.
The new Community Food Pantry is wheelchair-
accessible, is designed to facilitate a logical flow, will
have spaces for the provision of other services and, in
particular, will serve the community with a dignity that
was not possible at the old site.

Another plus for InterAct will be the space in
the informal kitchen where volunteers of diverse faith
traditions can sit down
and talk with each other
and come to know the
common language that
draws us to serve others.

We welcome you
to be part of this transfor-
mation. Please contact
Mary Tinker or Barbara
Williams at (216) 421- !

0088 if you would like to ! * !
volunteer. |
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InterAct Cleveland, a coalition of more than sixty-five Baha'i, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, Sikh, and Unitarian Universalist
congregations, campus groups, community organizations, and neighborhood residents, is a catalyst for creating interreligious
community whose members put faith into action working for social justice through dialogue, service, and advocacy.

Special thanksto Baker Hostetler
for donating their printing
services and making this edition of

I nter Actions possible.
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If you would like to help with the next
edition of InterActions, please contact
Jean Ohlenbusch at (216) 271-0230 x11
or ohlenbusch@interactcleveland.org.



