
to fulýll that mission and to best serve 
the community moving forward.
 We are  taking the next 90 
days to conduct a comprehensive 
exploration and planning process for 
InterAct. Our board is working with 
consultant Janus Small of Janus Small 
Associates to facilitate our planning. 
During this period, we will deýnitely 
continue serving the community with 
our members through the Community 
Food Pantry and Homeless Stand 
Down. Partners in Action/Friends, 
Meals Programs, and interreligious 
dialogue will also continue to offer 
support and programming.
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          nterAct dates to the mid- 
1970s when its predecessor, the 
Euclid University Cluster of Religious 
Institutions, organized to provide 
hunger relief to the residents of the 
Hough, Fairfax, and University 
Circle neighborhoods. The Cluster 
incorporated as East Side Interfaith 
Ministries (ESIM) in October 1991 
in recognition of the fact that hunger 
programs alone could not effect 
signiýcant change. In October 1999, 
ESIM celebrated its eighth birthday 
by becoming InterReligious Partners 
in Action of Greater Cleveland, or 
InterAct Cleveland for short.
            Much has changed in the lives of 
Greater Clevelanders in congregations 
and faith communities who have been 
our central support over the ýfteen 
years since InterActôs inception. 
The Board of Trustees is deeply 
committed to InterAct Clevelandôs 
mission, to be a catalyst  for creating 
an interreligious community through 
which members put faith into action 
working for social justice through 
dialogue, service, and advocacy. It 
is because of that commitment that 
we have determined that it is time to 
thoughtfully re-examine how we work 
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InterAct Trustees Challenge One Another 
to Bridge a Growing Fiscal Gap

Page 2                    InterActions

 InterActôs 15th anniversary year is 
presenting some serious challenges ýnancially 
and administratively. In view of that it has become 
necessary to lay off longtime executive director 
Jean M. Ohlenbusch. Jeanôs tenure with InterAct 
has been long and rich. Both she and Community 
Food Pantry manager Mary Tinker were already in 
place in ofýces at the former Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church (now Transýguration) in 1991 when 
ESIM began, and became part of its staff under 
executive director Lyn Cooper Tomaszewski. Jeanôs 
contributions to the life of the organization and the 
larger community in her roles as program manager 
and, for the past ýve years, executive director, are 
immeasurable.
 Iôm reminded of the way one of our loyal 
volunteers put it the other day: InterAct invites us 
and others to recognize our human and religious 
commonalities and celebrate our differences in 
ways that do not come naturally to many of us 
(and may not be popular with others). In fact, this 
sensitive recognition and celebration does seem 
natural to Jean, along with a generosity of spirit that 
energizes and inspires those around her and will be 
sorely missed in InterActôs day-to-day operations 

  mmediate past board president Jonathon 
Wise presented an undertaking to fellow board 
members collectively and individually last summer. 
Jon had loaned the Community Food Pantry project 
$5,000, which he later very generously converted 
to a donation and challenge to the board to raise 
$50,000.
 In response to this, Rod Keen, spouse of 
trustee Denise Horstman, converted his $7,000 loan 
to the Food Pantry into a donation as well. Bruce 
Melville has made $1,000 of his Food Pantry loan 
into a contribution.
 Jonôs, Rodôs, and Bruceôs contributions, 

plus the $9,000 raised by the Oct. 28 beneýt, total 
$22,000. It will take another $28,000 to meet Jonôs 
challenge to us.
 InterAct trustees ask you prayerfully or 
meditatively consider an appropriate contribution at 
this juncture or a pledge for the year 2007 or both as 
we continue to celebrate InterActôs 15th anniversary 
and envision its life to come.
 If you wish, your pledge can be a monthly 
debit to one of your accounts. For example, a 
pledge of $1,000 per year for three years would 
be a monthly debit of about $83. An envelope is 
provided.

going forward. InterAct is deeply indebted to Jean 
for her steadfastness and creativity in the face of 
difýculties. 
 In spite of Jeanôs leaving, the board is 
doing everything possible to keep InterActôs key 
programs strong and to keep essential program staff 
in place. The cost of providing basic services and 
implementing our exploration and planning process 
between now and June 1 is $60,000. Trustees are 
seeking special grants from foundations and private 
donors to meet these expenses.
 Meanwhile, we have also moved our ofýces 
once again, from the temporary quarters provided 
to us by St. Stanislaus Church in its old convent 
(slated for demolition) to the historic Franklin 
Circle Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
Ohio City, where former InterAct board president 
the Rev. Allen V. Harris serves as pastor. This makes 
the second ofýce move inside the same year as the 
Hunger Centerôs move into the new Community 
Food Pantry building. I ask for your moral, spiritual, 
and ýnancial support as we look to the futures that 
are possible for our organization and pray that the 
moving boxes can be consigned to the recycling bin 
for good.
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