
Center Manager Mary Tinker, for the loss 
of their church home.  As of this writing, 
it looks like we will be able to partner 
with the Cleveland Clinic Foundation for 
a new space.  Volunteer Dan Garland has 
our profound appreciation for working 
with us, the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, 
and the Diocese to find a solution. 

In the midst of these challenges, we 
were inspired to rename our newsletter 
InterActions,  putting Report Card on the 
shelf for now.  It is, indeed, our interac-
tions as religious people that make us 
who we are as an organization.  And it is 
our belief that we can make our world a 
better place for everyone, one interaction 
at a time, that urges us forward, moving 
boxes and all! 

            Peace,  

 

             

            Jean M. Ohlenbusch 
                 

For InterAct 
Cleveland, the 
year 2005 will be 
remembered for 
its innumerable 
transitions.  We 
mi ss T ony 
Vento and Cath-
erine Donnelly 

though we enjoy running into them occa-
sionally in their new roles as Newman 
Campus Minister at Case and law stu-
dent, respectively.  We look forward to 
the day when we can recruit new col-
leagues to take their places with us.  

We are settling in on Forman Ave-
nue, where our new headquarters came 
complete with two friendly cats (Chloe 
and Katu). 

We have recently learned that the 
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio is closing the 
Church of the Transfiguration, whose 
badly deteriorating building has housed 
our Hunger Center for the past thirty-six 
years.  We grieve with Transfiguration’s 
small congregation, including Hunger 

Five weeks after Hurricane Katrina bran-
dished incomprehensible damage to New 
Orleans and surrounding Gulf Coast ar-
eas, Cleveland’s faith community contin-
ues to rally to the aid of Katrina©s dis-
placed evacuees.  More than 300 families 
have made their way to Cleveland, and 
faith communities are supporting over 
half of them.  Across racial, economic, 
and religious lines, the faithful of Cleve-
land have come together to take care of 
the strangers in our midst and welcome 
them into our community.  Congregations 
are providing hot meals, clothing, kitchen 

items, basic household goods, furniture, 
transportation, and most of all a friendly 
face.  A third of InterAct’s congregations 
have stepped forward to help families 
displaced by the hurricane; 100 more 
congregations come from the greater 
Cleveland area.  Though we still need 
more congregations, we have placed 150 
families with congregations and expect to 
place at least 100 more.  If your congre-
gation is interested in helping, please 
contact Sarah at (216) 271-0230 or send 
an e-mail to sommers@interactcleveland.
org. 
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· Dine at Luchita’s on 
Shaker Square, Tues-
day, Nov. 8, to benefit 
InterAct.  See ad on the 
back page! 

· Buy your tickets for the 
PIA “Expressions of 
Diverse Faiths”  fund-
raiser! 

· Get involved with the 
St. Paul’s Community 
Mural Program. See 
page 5. 

· Annual Intrerreligious 
Thanksgiving celebra-
tion announced! See 
page 5  
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On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 11, from 4 to 5 p.m., Drs. 
Ali and Sawsan AlHaddad will open their home to all 
clergy and religious leaders of InterAct member congre-
gations, faith communities, and partners.  (Clergy and 
religious leaders, please save the date and look for your 
invitation in November.)  Not a fundraising event, this is 
a chance to talk with one another and hear a few words 
about our policy statement on pluralism and other ac-
tivities of the Interreligious Affairs Committee of Inter-
Act’s board of trustees.  For this event, some of the tea 
will be served in graceful, handle-less glass cups as is 
the fashion in Iraq, where the AlHaddads grew up. 

Tea in western-style cups — and a lot of iced tea — 
were central to the July 17 gathering of InterAct donors 
at the home of trustee Denise Horstman and her hus-
band, Rod Keen.  On this one of many scorching   

Come to InterAct‘s Open House Monday, Dec., 12 any-
time between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. All are invited to this 
joyous occasion to celebrate the festive holiday season 
with InterAct staff. InterAct will circulate an office wish 
list in advance for those who would like to bring a gift to 
the event.  

The event will be a chance for all who love InterAct 
to visit the new office on the campus of St. Stanislaus 
Church in Slavic Village.   

Look out for your invitation to InterAct’s fun, casual, 
interreligious community building event! 
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afternoons this summer, 22 people came together in Inter-
Act’s honor to get to know one another and to get to 
know InterAct better.  

Host Deni Horstman observed it was surprising that 
in our relatively small organization — modest in budget 
and staff and specific to Greater Cleveland — people who 
have committed their time or money regularly over the 
years may be quite familiar with a single InterAct pro-
gram of vital importance to them, and be amazed to learn 
a few morsels about the breadth of our work of dialogue, 
service, and advocacy. 

InterAct’s staff and trustees are grateful to all who 
joined us in July and look forward to seeing as many 
clergy as possible in December.   

Entertainment savings books 
are now being offered to raise 
money for InterAct.  They cost 
only $25 and are packed with 
50% off and 2-for-1 offers 
good through Nov. 1, 2006, for 
local and national restaurants, 
merchants, and attractions.  

Even the most frugal among us might enjoy a dis-
count oil change or  prescr iption! Call the office at 
(216) 271-0230 or e-mail partners@interactcleveland.
org to buy your copy.  
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This autumn, the Muslim month of Ramadan and the 
Jewish month of Tishrei will be followed closely by the 
Christian season of Advent.  This confluence of holy 
seasons of the three Abrahamic religious traditions will 
recur in 2006 and 2007, then not again for thirty years.  
Marking this event is “Standing Before God as Children 
of Abraham and Sarah, Hagar and Ishmael,”  the first in 
a new Days of Reflection series of interreligious 
workshops and dialogues being organized by InterAct 
Cleveland.  It takes place Sunday, Nov. 13, from 4 to 
7:15 p.m. at the Church of the Covenant, 11205 Euclid 
Ave. in University Circle. 

The holy days in the lunar month of Tishrei include 
the celebration of the Jewish New Year followed by the 
Day of Atonement.  Advent begins the Christian 
liturgical year in November and is a period of 
anticipation and devotion culminating in celebrating the 
anniversary of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth.  The lunar 
month of Ramadan is the Muslim period for reflection 
and abstaining from food, drink, and other sensual 
pleasures from daybreak to sunset; it includes the 
anniversary of the revelation of the Qur’an to the 
prophet Muhammad. 

Noted religious leaders from each of these traditions 
will speak about the meanings of these times in the lives 
of individual Jews, Christians, and Muslims and their 
congregations, including the vocabulary used, texts, and 
rituals.  Rabbi Joshua L. Caruso is on the clergy team of 
Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple.  The Very Reverend 
Tracey Lind is Dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral.  
Imam Ramez A. Islambouli is president of the Uqbah 
Mosque Foundation. 

Attendees will then join small, diverse groups for 
facilitated discussion, which may explore the vast 
mosaics of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim religious 
practice of which the speakers are examples, as well as 
the lesser-known holidays that also occur in the fall.  A 
time for prayers for Jews, Christians, Muslims, and 
other religious communities present will follow the 
conversations.  

A modestly priced kosher vegetarian supper ($13) is 
available with advance reservations required by Nov. 10 
at 5 p.m.  Checks should be sent to InterAct Cleveland, 
P.O. Box 605148, Cleveland, OH, 44105.  For more 
information, call (216) 271-0230 or e-mail 
partners@interactcleveland.org. 

cessfully completing a treatment program.  He set his 
personal goals to get employment, an apartment, and a 
car, a bank account, and reunite with his family.  He ac-
complished all of those things and much more because 
he was happy with the person he had become.  Reander 
lost his life from a gunshot in January 2005.  His son 
was born in June.  His men-
tor, Janet Lyon, and staff 
have continued to embrace 
his baby son and 14-year-old 
daughter.  I have witnessed 
families and individuals 
make the transition to be-
come and remain self-
sufficient.  One of my favor-
ite quotes is a true testimony to this program: ‘Give 
them a fish, they eat for a day.  Teach them to fish and 
they eat for a lifetime. ”  

If you would like to purchase tickets to 
“Expressions of Diverse Faiths”  to support PIA and 
youth like Little Reander, please contact Willie Howard 
at (216) 271-0230 or at howard@interactcleveland.org.     

The main goal of the PIA Mentoring Program for the 
coming year is to continue providing holistic support for 
the twenty-nine partnerships currently in existence.  The 
program is expanding its focus to address the particular 
needs of the fifty youth of PIA participants. 

In an effort to make the expansion successful, PIA 
is holding its 4th annual benefit titled “Expressions of 
Diverse Faiths,”  at 3 to 6 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 23, at 
Epworth-Euclid United Methodist Church (located at 
1919 E. 107th St. at Chester Ave. in University Circle).  
Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door, or $50 
in advance for front-row seating and program listing un-
der Friends of PIA.  Refreshments and a silent auction 
will follow the performances from 5 to 6 p.m.  

 Nine individuals and groups from a wide range of 
religious and cultural backgrounds will share their tal-
ents.  New this year to the PIA stage will be the Duff 
Liturgical Dancers, Brother Shamsuddin Waheed, and 
composer Dr. Leslie Adams.   

Willie Howard, head of PIA, commenting on the 
importance of the program, says, “ I would like share a 
success story with you.  Reander came to PIA after suc-
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47474747        7 to 9 p.m. Homeless Stand Down Info Session 
 
Learn more about how to get your congregation involved in In-
terAct’s Homeless Stand Down.  Location: Trinity Cathedral, 
2230 Euclid Ave. 
 

$ 5$ 5$ 5$ 5 								  9 to 11 a.m. Inter religious Thanksgiving 
A Multifaith-multicultural Thanksgiving Celebration.  Prayers, 
blessings, and readings from the Baha’ i, Buddhist, Christian, 
Islamic, Jewish, Native American, Sikh and Unitarian Univer-
salist traditions. Location: Calvary Presbyterian Church, Euclid 
Ave. & E. 79th St.  
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7777             Mural Program Phone-a-thon 
Join the St. Paul’s Community Church Mural Project by volun-
teering for the Phone-a-thon.  Calls are to get people interested, 
involved, and sponsoring this enriching, teen public art program.  
Time and location TBA. 
 

44444444           4 to 5 p.m. Clergy Tea 
Drs. Ali and Sawsan AlHaddad will open their home to all 
clergy and religious leaders of InterAct member congregations, 
faith communities, and partners.  A chance to talk and hear 
about InterAct’s policy statement on pluralism. 
 

4$4$4$4$           2 to 7 p.m. InterAct Holiday Open House 
Come see InterAct’s new office at 6615 Forman Ave just off of 
E. 65th and Broadway.  Gifts from our “wish list”  would be 
much appreciated. 

� � � � � � � 	

$ $$ $$ $$ $          8:45 to 5 p.m. Urban Immersion                        

Immerse yourself and your family in the heart of Cleveland with 
workshops focusing on Poverty and Education. Rev. George 
Hrbek will be the keynote speaker.  Advance registration pre-
ferred.  Location: Franklin Circle Christian Church (corner of 
Fulton & Franklin on Cleveland’s west side). Sliding scale ad-
mission $1 to $20. 

$ 6$ 6$ 6$ 6 																																 3 to 6  p.m. PIA Benefit                                         
Join InterAct Cleveland in supporting our PIA Mentoring Pro-
gram at our “Expressions of Diverse Faiths.”  Talented perform-
ers, refreshments, and silent auction. Location: Epworth-Euclid 
United Methodist Church (corner of E. 107th and Chester Ave. 
in University Circle). 
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8888 																																												5 to 10:45 p.m. Dine to Donate at Luchita’s  

All InterAct supporters head down to Luchita’s on Shaker 
Square.  Enjoy authentic Mexican food.  Luchita’s will donate a 
portion of the evening’s profits to InterAct Cleveland.  Make 
sure you say you are there to benefit InterAct.   

46 	46 	46 	46 																																	4 to 7:15 p.m. Days of Reflection Ser ies Premiere  
The Very Reverend Tracey Lind, Rabbi Joshua L. Caruso, and 
Imam Ramez A. Islambouli will lead a dialogue on the overlap 
of this year’s autumn Christian, Jewish, and Muslim holy sea-
sons. Location: Church of the Covenant, 11205 Euclid Ave. in 
University Circle. A kosher vegetarian supper ($13) is available 
with advance reservations by Nov. 10th at 5 p.m.				
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twenty - five. If you are interested in helping in small or 
large ways, please contact Sarah at (216) 271-0230 or 

sommers@interactcleveland.org.  
In addition, there will be a 
congregation information session 
on Thursday, Nov. 17, at 7 to 9   
p.m., at Trinity Cathedral, in 
which congregations can learn 
how to become involved. 
The annual Homeless Stand Down 
is a winter restock and service fair 
for homeless men, women, and 
children in a festive, relaxing 
environment, as well as a catalyst 
to educate the public about 

homelessness issues while encouraging commitment 
through dialogue, service, and advocacy.�

Homeless Stand Down 2006 will take place Friday, 
Feb. 10, at the Bishop Cosgrove Center; Saturday, Feb. 
11, and Sunday, Feb. 19, at 
Trinity Cathedral; and Monday, 
February 20, at a location yet to 
be decided. As before, we will 
collaborate with the Bishop 
Cosgrove Center, the City of 
Cleveland, and the Northeast 
Ohi o Coal i t i on f or the 
Homeless.  

Currently, individuals who 
would like to be liaisons 
between their congregations and 
the Homeless Stand Down are 
being recruited, as are any persons interested in 
helping to plan. To fill all planning positions, we need 
sixty people to step forward. Currently, we have 

� � � � � � � � 	%� � � � 	
 � ' � 	" � � � � � � � � � � � 	9 � � � � 				

: � � � � � 	� � 	� � � � � � � � 	%� � � � 	
 � ' � 	� � ,� ( 	� 	� � � 	� � � � -	


 � � � 	� � � � � � � � 	� � � 	� � � � � 	; � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � !	

" � � � 	5 	



      InterAct Cleveland invites everyone to a multifaith, 
multicultural Thanksgiving Day Celebration on Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, from 9 to 11 a.m., at Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, on the corner of Euclid Avenue and E. 79 
Street.  This interreligious event begins with a continen-
tal breakfast from 9 to 10 a.m. and continues from 10 to 
11 a.m. in the sanctuary with singing, readings, music, 
and ritual— all meant to celebrate the abundant bless-
ings received this year. Secure parking is available. 
      Clergy and laity of the Baha©i, Buddhist, Christian, 
Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, Sikh, and Unitarian Universalist 
traditions will be among the participants in this year’s 
service, taking place at a predominantly African-
American Presbyterian church.  This year people have 
reached out to assist those effected by Hurricane 
Katrina who have come to Cleveland and those in other 
parts of the country.  As well as those whose homes 

were destroyed and relatives and neighbors killed by 
disasters in other parts of the world.  Such devastation 
makes people mindful of their connections and respon-
sibilities to one another as well as thankful for the bless-
ings and challenges in their own lives.   
       The Church of the Covenant, Temple-Tifereth Is-
rael, and Epworth-Euclid United Methodist Church be-
gan the tradition of Interreligious Thanksgiving Day 
Celebrations in 1960. In 1991, these and nine other con-
gregations created InterAct Cleveland. Today, the mem-
bership of InterAct Cleveland has grown to sixty - eight 
congregations, religious communities, campus organi-
zations, and religious and secular partners.  Each year a 
congregation in the University Circle area hosts the 
Thanksgiving Celebration. 
       For more information, call (216) 271-0230 or e-mail 
partners@interactcleveland.org. 

Last year St. Paul’s Community Church, an 
InterAct Cleveland member, successfully completed 
the first of what has become an annual program.  The 
Mural Program recruits Cleveland teens to participate 
in the year-long process of designing and painting a 
community mural. Each teen is paid a $500 dollar 
stipend over the year of their commitment. The 2006 
mural is slated to become a work of public art on the 
side of the Route 2 bridge on Detroit Ave.  The teens 
will begin work, in mid-January of 2006. 
Appropriately, this years mural theme will be 
“Building Bridges in the Community.”   

In hopes of making the program bigger (literally!) 
and better, St. Paul’s invited InterAct to join this 
community effort.   Due to the added size of the mural 
and the need for a full-time, in - house artist, the 
program budget has grown this year.  St. Paul’s is still 

looking for community partners to aid in the support of 
this bigger budget.  Congregations who wish to get 
involved may do so by sponsoring a teenage intern, 
providing a portion of the supplies needed for this year’s 
mural, recommending teens to the program, and 
providing adult volunteers to mentor the teens for the 
2006 year.  Individuals can become involved by 
volunteering for the upcoming phone-a-thon to interest, 
inform, and encourage donations and participation from 
individuals and/or families.   Volunteers are also needed 
to assist in the organizing of an art exhibit to benefit the 
program.  Mark your calendar for the Feb, 2nd art 
benefit.  

To get involved, please contact Lauren Silano at 
(216) 271-0230 or e-mail silano@interactcleveland.org. 
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Jean Ohlenbusch, Executive Director 
Willie Howard, Program Associate  
Lauren Silano,  Americorps* VISTA 
Sarah Sommers, Americorps* VISTA 
Mary Tinker, Hunger Center Manager 
Barbara Williams, Program Assistant 
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Matthew Beck, Office Manager 
David Eros, Systems Administrator 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 605148 
Cleveland, OH 44105 
Location: 
6615 Forman Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44105 
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InterAct Cleveland, a coalition of more than sixty-five Baha’ i, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, Sikh,  
and Unitarian Universalist congregations, campus groups, community organizations and neighborhood  

residents, is a catalyst for creating interreligious community whose members put faith into action working 
 for social justice through dialogue, service, and advocacy. 

InterAct Cleveland 
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*Bring this ad with you, or make sure you say, “ I’m here for InterAc t Cleveland!” 	
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Phone: (216) 271-0230 
Fax:  (216) 271-0332 
E-mail: partners@interactcleveland.org 


