On May 17, 2006, religious leaders
joined together at the Cleveland Play
House to launch We Believe—Northeast
Ohio — taking the faith-based movement
for compassion, inclusion, and social jus-
tice to Greater Cleveland. The inaugural
event marked the group’s shared commit-
ment to speaking as a unified voice of
faith representing the diversity of Ohio’s
religious communities, and ensuring that
religion is not co-opted by voices of in-
tolerance and division.

More than 100 Cleveland reli-
gious leaders, including pastors, priests,
rabbis, cantors, imams, and active lay
leaders have committed to the movement.
“Embracing diversity is accepting our
differences without concluding that either
one of usiswrong,” said Rev. Dr. Marvin
McMickle, Senior Pastor of Antioch Bap-
tist Church. We Believe participants are
ethnicaly and racially diverse, men and
women, conservative, moderate, and lib-
eral on the theological and political spec-
trum. They have in common a shared
faith commitment to calling on society
and public officials to address critical
moral issues of the day: education, hous-

ing, poverty, health care, inclusion, re-
gional equity, and child welfare.

“In keeping with the character of
America and of Ohio, we represent di-
verse faiths, traditions, and backgrounds,
but we share an understanding of God as
One who loves, unites, and embraces, not
as one who rejects, divides, and ex-
cludes,” said Rabbi Richard A. Block,
Senior Rabbi of the Temple - Tifereth Is-
rael. “We see religion as demanding that
we pursue justice, practice compassion,
and respect the values and beliefs of oth-
ers, even those with whom we may differ,
rather than trying to enshrine our particu-
lar views in law. And we regard the Con-
stitution® separation of church and state
not as hostile to religion, but as the surest
guarantee of religion® flourishing here, in
all itsrich variety.”

The above was adapted with per-

mission from www.webelieveohio.org.
InterAct Cleveland, Lutheran Metropoli-
tan Ministry, the American Jewish Com-
mittee—Cleveland, the Northeast Con-
fernce for Community and Justice, and the
National Council of Jewish Women are
among the broad-based organizational
support for We Believe.
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Have you ever wondered what we mean when we say,
“InterAct’s mission is to be a catalyst for building in-
terreligious community...”? Just what isa catalyst? In
chemistry, a catalyst is a substance, usually used in
small amounts, that modifies and increases the rate of a
reaction without being consumed in the process. That
definition certainly works with a bit of imagination for
things like the Homeless Stand Down, where a small
investment on the part of InterAct Cleveland produces
a much bigger result for the homeless persons who are
served. Another approach is to think of InterAct-the-
catalyst as an agent that stimulates or precipitates are-
action, development, or change. Certainly the idea be-
hind the Homeless Stand Down is to bring people from
the many faith communities that are part of InterAct
and those that are not together as volunteers. Through
planning and working together as people from different
religious traditions, many volunteers and participants
come away with anew or changed idea about the many
ways we live out our calls to be people of faith.
Clergy/Religious leader conversations and quarterly
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gaged with one another building a pluralistic community
in which we al can take for granted mutual respect as we
work together for amore just society.

interreligious dialogues are opportunities for people of  In peace,

diverse religious backgrounds to learn from one an-

other. In the future envisioned by those engaged in ful-

filling the mission of InterAct, we hope for a time Jean Ohlenbusch

when this diverse religious community becomes en- Executive Director
! & % + : 3

Did you know that when adjusted for inflation, the cur-
rent minimum wage of $5.15 per hour is 30 percent
lower than it was in 1968? Twenty-five years ago, a
person working full time at minimum wage (then $2.90
an hour) could keep a family of three above the pov-
erty line. Today, a full-time worker would have to
earn $1.65 more than the current minimum

wage just to reach the poverty line for a

family of three ($6.80 an hour rather than

$5.15). Inresponse to these startling statis-

tics and the plight of low-wage workers
throughout Ohio, Ohioans have formed

Ohioans for Fair Minimum Wage. Inter-

Act Cleveland is collaborating with Let

Justice Roll, amember of Ohioans for Fair  , 4
Minimum Wage, to engage the interfaith
community in fighting for an increase in the minimum
wage. Hundreds of volunteers are currently collecting
signatures to put the Ohio Fair Minimum Wage
Amendment on November’s ballot; 322,899 signatures
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are needed across the state by August 9, 2006. The
amendment calls for araise in Ohio’s minimum wage to
$6.85 an hour beginning January 1, 2007.

InterAct Cleveland is recruiting volunteers to
help gather petition signatures in their neighborhoods,
congregation or faith communities and at special events.
A training was held Saturday, June 24 at
Franklin Circle Christian Church that taught
volunteers the rules and regulations for col-
lecting signatures. Newly training volunteers
ventured out to the West Side Market to fill
petitions. Volunteers are need to help collect
signatures on July 4 at Edgewater Park.
Groups will meet at 2 pm, 4 pm, 6 pm and 8
pm at the Office of the Catholic Commission
(7800 Detroit Ave.). For more information
on these events or to register, please contact Sarah at
(216) 271-0230 or sommers@interactcleveland.org If
you cannot participate, but would like to collect signa-
tures on your own, please also contact Sarah.
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This is the
“mantra’ of
David M.
Odell-Scott,
who spoke to
an inter-

religious group

of about thirty

persons on a

beautiful , 6w s -
Sunday 8 8 2 %8

afternoon  in

May at the Guru Gobind Singh Gurdwara in the heart
of Bedford. The Sikh hosts provided a tour of their
building and a delicious dinner. Dr. Odell-Scott is
chair and professor of philosophy and coordinator of
religion studies at Kent State University. With
geography professor emeritus Surinder M. Bhardwa,
he co-chairs the Ohio Pluralism Project, an affiliate of
the Pluralism Project at Harvard University.

Given the Pluralism Project’ s mission to “map”
religions in our country, Dr. Odell-Scott was able to
draw our attention to some of the landmarks of non-
western religion in the northeast Ohio area, including
the Cleveland Buddhist Temple in Euclid, the oldest
Buddhist temple in Ohio, founded in 1945 by
Japanese-American Buddhists resettling here after
being discharged from internment camps.

He cautioned against using inadequate or
erroneous terms that lead us to focus on “diversity” at
the expense of a mindset toward “pluralism”: tolerate
(“how does it feel to be ‘tolerated ?’), melting pot,
blended, lumpy stew, tossed salad, mosaic. We need,
he directed, to move beyond mere curiosity to active
engagement with one another’s cultures, faith, and
traditions. The immersion in another's religion,
followed by self-evaluation, which he requires of his

comparative
religion
students could
be amodel for
waysin which
InterAct’s
membership
comes to
understand
itself better.
In our

% + 3 37
4 0

nation’s and Ohio’s current political climate, frequently
punctuated with religious rhetoric, he urged us al to
become knowledgeable about America’'s “primary
resources.” John Locke's “A Letter Concerning
Toleration,” for example, written in 1689, describes a
government that ensures religious plurality without
privilege, and became the basis for our constitution®
guarantee of free exercise of religion and the non-
establishment of religion.

Odell-Scott and Bhardwa model modern
American pluraism—native son and immigrant-
naturalized citizen, Christian and Hindu, philosophical
theologian and geographer of religion. They spoke
jointly on June 14 with about forty clergy and religious
leaders on “Religious Convictions & Pluralism in the
Public Arena” This event at Trinity Commons was a
follow-up to the successful launch of We Believe—
Northeast Ohio, and was presented in conjunction with
We Believe.
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October will be a very exciting
month for us with maor religious
holidays and InterAct Cleveland’s | (
15" anniversary. October 10, 2006, ,
marks the 15" anniversary of East

Side Interfaith Ministries (ESIM) //X

which was renamed InterAct Cleve-
land in 1991. We are planning a
weekend full of exciting events that
show who we are at InterAct Cleveland. So please save
the dates for October 27-29™, 2006. The events will in-
clude an interreligious service, a chance to attend ser-
vices at different congregations, a fun night of celebra-
tion and delicious food from different cultures, and an
opportunity to serve a meal for the families staying at
Transitional Housing, Inc. We also have many oppor-
tunities available to help plan and volunteer for the
weekend. The committees are as follows: food, pro-
gram book, publicity, fundraising, Satur-
X day night event, worship service, congre-
\\\ gation visits, and volunteer meal. Please
e-mail gamzekonal @yahoo.com or call
(216) 271-0230 x17 if you want to help us

organize this fun weekend.
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Entertainment  savings

books are now available

for pre-sale. A portion of

the proceeds from each

book will benefit InterAct

Cleveland. The cost is

only $25 and the book is

packed with 50% off and

2-for-1 offers good

through Nov. 1, 2007, for

local and nationa restaurants, merchants, and attrac-
tions. Even the most frugal among us might enjoy a
discount oil change, cheap movie tickets, or a free
dinner! Books are also available for other cities
throughout the United States. For more information or
to order a book, contact us at (216) 271-0230 or e-mail
sommers@interactcleveland.org.

% 9

Twenty-six individuals were immersed in the
challenges of families living in poverty through video,
discussion, role-play and more during the months of
April and May through the Just Neighbors series,
developed by the parent organization to the Interfaith
Hogpitality Network. Over five weeks, we learned how
much public policy affects these citizens, how it is
impossible to provide for one’s family on a minimum
wage salary, and how children in these families still
have hope of a better life. Participants struggled and
stressed over these issues as we “became’ these
families for each two-hour session. The Just Neighbors
series spurred us all not only to the immediate service
of those living in poverty, but also toward advocating
for better public policies regarding the minimum wage,
healthcare, and affordable housing.  InterAct  will
offer the series again this summer at River's Edge on
the west side. The group will meet on Thursday
evenings at 7-9 pm starting June 29. The cost to attend
is $10, which includes refreshments and materials. For
more information or to register, contact Sarah at (216)
271-0230 x17 or sommers@interactcleveland.org.
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Food—it sustains us; it brings us together; it tastes
good! For centuries food has been a way of bringing a
whole community together in friendship and hospitality.
Even today, food still plays a major part in most relig-
ions. We can al think of a favorite dish our grand-
mother prepared for Thanksgiving, Passover, Eid or
Christmas. Partnersin Action Mentoring Program (PIA)
IS putting together an interreligious cookbook. The goal
is not only to share our most savory dishes, but also to
share stories about those dishes that have special mean-
ing to us. Everyone is invited to submit their most
meaningful and most delicious recipes by Friday, July
28, for publication in the cookbook. If you have a story
to share, include it too. When submitting a recipe,
please include your name, address, e-

mail, phone number, congregation or - ))
faith community, the recipe title, a list C M
of the ingredients, and instructions for W
preparing the dish. Cookbooks will be
available for purchase in October.
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The Cleveland Foundation ($29,000)
and the Wolpert Fund ($10,000) at
the Cleveland Foundation recently
met InterAct’s request for $39,000
toward the costs of moving the
historic Hunger Center from the
Church of the Transfiguration to the
Cleveland Clinic’'s building at 8520
Carnegie Ave. An additional grant of
$15,000 from the Higley Fund, also a
supporting organization of the
Cleveland Foundation, will make it
possible to compl ete the work.

One of the main reasons for making the move
was to make it possible for physically challenged
people to enter the facility. Since opening in March the
number of physically challenged people coming to the
Community Food Pantry has increased dramatically.
Now low-income people, regardless of circumstance,
can receive groceries they cannot afford to buy thanks
to ongoing support from InterAct's member
congregations and faith communities and the hands-on
efforts of the part-time staff and volunteers.

Clinic volunteers plus a helper from St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Cleveland Heights spent the
morning of Saturday, May 20, on “Spring Clean-up,”

$)
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InterAct Cleveland is joining with Organ-
izel Ohio, the Deaf/Deaf-Blind Committee
on Human Rights, and others to bring the
Poor People’s Economic Human Rights
Commission’s (PPEHRC) National Truth
Commission to Cleveland.  Historically,
Truth Commissions have been held in
other countries such as South Africa, Peru, and Chile to
highlight the horrible violence and drastic violations of
international human rights as spelled out in the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights. Similarly, the
PPEHRC has begun to hold Truth Commissions focus-
ing on the economic violence being imparted on the
poor and working people around the globe.

Its first time in Cleveland, the PPEHRC's Na-
tional Truth Commission will be held at Lincoln Park
(W. 14th and Starkweather) on July 15-17. Approxi-
mately 1,000 people are expected from around the
country. Saturday, July 15, will be the Truth Commis-
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including brushing and scraping two sides of the
building.

Remaining tasks, in addition to exterior paint
work, include completing the Cedar Road access and
parking arrangements, downspout and water damage
repair, and flooring replacement—all of which will
make our new quarters that much more accessible and
hospitable to our clients (and less friendly to uninvited
four-legged critters).

Aside from the capital costs of relocation,
InterAct is reviewing what will be the operating budget
of the new facility. “Consistent with the interfaith
mission of InterAct Cleveland,” says executive director
Jean M. Ohlenbusch, “We are aiming to create a space
that will do more than distribute food. We want to
renab and operate this place in a manner which
facilitates dialogue, not only between server and
served, but aso among the volunteers from greater
Cleveland's various faith traditions. When we have
achieved our initial goal of creating a space we can be
proud of, from which we can serve people with dignity,
we want to create an environment in which we learn
from each other and come to understand each other a
little better.”

Stay tuned for news of celebration events as the
Pantry project continues.
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sion itself, complete with stories and testimonies from
throughout the U.S. Sunday, July 16, will begin with an
interfaith worship service and then continue with a
Celebration of Art and Culture including, music, dance,
poetry, and more. Monday, July 17, will be the day of
action to highlight the findings of Saturday’s commis-
sion. The political party offices, and other locations.
All events are free and open to the public, though pre-
registration is helpful.

Volunteers are needed each day to help with
registration, meals, clean-up, and more. In addition,
volunteers are needed to open their homes to individu-
als needing proper housing due to medical conditions.
For more information on the event and
how to volunteer, please contact Sarah
at sommers@interactcleveland.org or
(216) 271-0230. For more informa-
tion on the PPEHRC please go to
www.economichumanrights.org.
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'@  7:00-9:00 pm Just Neighbors

Just Neighbors kicks off at River's Edge (3430 Rocky River
Dr., Cleveland, 44111). Join in an interactive adult learning
group focusing on issues of poverty, the “working poor,”
socia justice and faith. The course is five sessions June 29,
July 6, 13, 20, 27). Registrations are due to InterAct
Cleveland with a $10 registration fee. Latecomers are
welcome. For more information or to register, please contact
Sarah at (216) 271-0230 or sommers@interactcleveland.org.
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9 10:00 am-9:30 pm Minimum Wage
Amendment Petitioning

Meet at the Office of the Catholic Commission (7800 Detroit
Ave.) and then walk over to Edgewater Park and gather
signatures for the Ohio Fair Minimum Wage Amendment.
Free parking will be available. Shifts begin at 2pm, 4pm,
6pm, and 8pm. For more information or to register, please
contact Sarah at (216) 271-0230 or
sommers@interactcleveland.org.

A< 9:30 am-11:00 pm PPEHRC National Truth
Commission

The Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign’s
National Truth Commission will be held at Lincoln Park (W.
14 and Starkweather). The day will include free meals,
stories and testimonies of economic violence throughout the
U.S. To register please contact Sarah at (216) 271-0230 or
sommers@interactcleveland.org.

A= 8:30 am-11:00 pm Vision and Resistance!
Celébration of Artsand Culture

Part of the PPEHRC National Truth Commission, the day
will begin with an interreligious worship service and
continue with music, poetry, dance, painting and more. The
free event will be held at Lincoln Park (W. 14 and
Starkweather). To register please contact Sarah at (216) 271-
0230 or sommers@interactcleveland.org.

A? 11:00 am-1:00 pm PPEHRC Rally

The last day of the PPEHRC National Truth Commission
participants will meet in Public Square and march to the
Republican and Democrat offices as well as others to present
the findings of the Truth Commission. All are invited to
participate.

"> 5:00 pm Cookbook Recipes Due

PIA is collecting recipes and stories for the InterAct
Cleveland cookbook. To submit a recipe please e-mail
howard@interactcleveland.org or post a letter to P.O. Box
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605148, Cleveland, OH 44105. Be sure to include your
name, address, e-mail, phone number, congregation or faith
community, the recipe title, a list of the ingredients, and
preparation instructions.
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> 5:00-10:45 pm Dineto Donate at Luchita’'s

It's that time again! Fill your belly with wonderful Mexican
food and help raise money for InterAct Cleveland. Luchita's
on the Square (13112 Shaker Square) will donate a portion of
the night’s proceeds to InterAct. Bring the ad on the back
page with you or make sure to say, “I'm here for InterAct!”
Reservations are recommended so call (216) 561-8537.

'? 2:00-5:00 pm Homeless Stand Down
Kick-Off Picnic

Homeless Stand Down 2007 kicks off at Edgewater Park
Pavilion. Anyone interested in helping to organize the HSD
2007 should plan to attend. Leadership positions include
congregation liaison, committee member and committee
chairperson. Those whose last name begins with A-H should
bring a side dish, I-P bring a main dish, and Q-Z bring a
dessert. Please sign up to attend by contacting Sarah at (216)
271-0230 x17 or sommers@interactcleveland.org.
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= 7:00-9:00 pm Just Neighbors

Just Neighbors kicks off at Church of the Resurrection
(32001 Cannon Rd., Solon). Join in an interactive adult
learning group focusing on issues of poverty, the “working
poor,” socia justice and faith. The course is five sessions
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27 and Oct. 4). Return registrations e to
InterAct Cleveland with a $10 registration fee. For more
information or to register, please contact Sarah at (216) 271-
0230 or sommers@interactcleveland.org.

" 5th Annual PIA Fundraiser

The annual Partners in Action Mentoring Program Fundraiser
is back and full of music, stories and more. Location and
time are yet to be determined, but as always it will be a
showstopper!

' ?' @15th Anniversary Weekend

Celebrate InterAct Cleveland's 15th anniversary! The events
will include an interreligious service, a chance to attend
services at different congregations, a fun night of celebration
and delicious food from different cultures, and an
opportunity to serve a mea for the families staying at
Transitional Housing, Inc.
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As part of the creation of the InterAct Cleveland Plural-
ism Statement, Dr. Richard Yates and Leona Jackson
offered a statement from the Bahai Community of
Greater Cleveland. Members of the Baha'i faith do not
engage in actions concerning public policy —what Inter-
Act calls advocacy. Instead they seek to educate and

build consensus to bring about peace.

They recommend the steps below be taken:
Educate one and all to the value/importance of en-
gaging in dialogue so that we begin to know one an-
other as spiritual beings and gain a broader aware-
ness and respect for one another. It is through dia-
logue that people gain the understanding needed to
move into responsible, significant action.
Educate one and all to the fact that religious plural-
ism/diversity is a gift and opportunity to alow the
religious wisdom and values of diverse Faith tradi-
tions to influence our decisons. Diversity has
proven to be an extraordinary stimulus to discover-
ing common ground on which communa partners
can work in coalition with one another.
Educate one and all to the fact that religion has been
the chief force binding diverse people together;
thereby causing an ever larger and a more complex
society through which the individual capacities can
be released and find expression.
Encourage our religious communities to work to-
gether to foster greater respect for myriad view-
points and to achieve common goals because the
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Jeanette Avery, who passed away May 9, 2006, was a
special person in the life of Partners in Action
Mentoring Program (PIA). Jeanette came to PIA
through her congregation, First Unitarian Church of
Cleveland.

Jeanette, along with Lola Hall of The Church of
the Transfiguration mentored a young lady recovering
from drugs and alcohol. That young lady is now the
proprietor of a hair salon and just recently purchased a
new car. She has been clean and sober for the past three
years. She credits her success to the support and
guidance she received from her mentoring team.

Jeanette was supportive of PIA participants and
the staff using her knowledge and the wisdom she
gained as social worker. As a field instructor for the
Mandel School of Applied Socia Sciences, | receive
two students for each school year as interns. The most
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chief sources of organized religion's creative
strength are the unnumbered clerics throughout the
decades and rank as one of religion’s highest dis-
tinction. This creative strength has built relation-
ships among Faith communities; created greater
communication, greater understanding, and oppor-
tunities for sharing thoughts; built interreligious
community through dialogue, and encouraged peo-
ple to share what istheir lived Faith expressions.
Encourage the diverse Faith communities to become
more involved in the life of society around it by as-
sociation, exerting its influence towards unity dem-
onstrating its ability to settle differences by consul-
tation rather than by confrontation, violence or
schism.

Educate one and all to the fact that our Creator by
whatever name He is called (God, Allah, Jehovah,
etc.) is one. Therefore, the Religions are one as
they al arise from the same Source. A single reli-
gious viewpoint that monopolizes the input on is-
sues is both an impediment to the growth of the col-
lective maturity of our communities and an act of
injustice to our citizens.

We believe that since InterAct Cleveland recognizes it-
self as catalyst for change, implementation of the above
action plan will strengthen our communities, create
greater understanding of our diverse faiths, and will re-
sult in greater involvement and collaboration among our
leaders and ourselves.
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recent interns were all so impressed with Jeanette that
they called her up throughout the school year for advice.

Jeanette also served on the Project Team that

oversees the operation of PIA.
She was always willing to pitch in wherever she was
needed. | could always call on her to volunteer at any
event. | will truly miss my friend and Partners In
Action will miss her commitment and dedication. Her
willingness to teach us to fish for a lifetime will solely
be missed.

Jeanette, thank for you for being the exemplary
servant we are all called to be! “The blessing of the
Lord be upon you; we bless you in the name of the
Lord.” Willie Howard, Program Associate, Partnersin
Action Program, May 2006
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InterAct Cleveland, a coalition of more than sixty-five Baha'i, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, Sikh, and Unitarian Universalist
congregations, campus groups, community organizations, and neighborhood residents, is a catalyst for creating interreligious
community whose members put faith into action working for social justice through dialogue, service, and advocacy.
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AOAR 2 2F Special thanksto Kahn Kleinman,
G A=H<=A><57? L PA for donating their printing
services and making this edition of
I nter Actions possible.

If you would like to help with the next
edition, please contact Jean Ohlen-
busch at (216) 271-0230 x11 or ohlen-
busch@interactcleveland.org.




